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Message from the minister………….…
Dear members of the St Columba’s church family,
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.- John 1:5

We have recently had several readings from the Old Testament prophets and through Advent,
we often think about John the Baptist, who followed in the tradition of the prophets. It’s common
to think of prophets as people who make predictions about the future, but Biblical prophets
were people chosen to speak God’s word. Prophets spoke God’s truth to those in power.
Recently, I had the privilege to visit a Primary 4 class at Rimbleton School. I was asked to
speak about Martin Luther King to fit in with the class topic of the 1960s. Together we reflected
on some quotations from Martin Luther King’s sermons, speeches and writings. In many ways
he was a modern prophet. Every single person in that class found it hard to believe the attitudes
he confronted just 50 years ago. Particularly in these volatile political times, it’s perhaps helpful
to wonder about a primary school class in the 2060s, looking back to 2016. What do we do
and say which will cause them to look back with disbelief?
Christmas is a time for families, a time for giving, a time for sharing and a time to tell familiar
stories. It is also a time to reflect on Jesus as the light which shines in the darkness and as
the one who was (and is) outraged by injustice.
This Christmas season, we will gather as a church family for a quiet reflective service on
Thursday 15th, for the Junior Church Nativity on the 18th, for Christingle and Watchnight
services on Christmas Eve, for a service and a shared lunch on Christmas Day and for
Communion and Carols on January 1st.
If you, or anyone you know, who might like to join us for a free lunch on Christmas Day, please
leave a message at the church office (752539) or email info@st-columbas.com.
Whether you are able to join us or not, I wish you a great Christmas
season, the knowledge that you are held in God’s love and the chance
to reflect on the prophetic role we all have today.
Happy Christmas,
Alan

Going in to Hospital or Residential Care
Because of Data Protection restrictions, the church is not told when people are admitted to
hospital. Therefore, we have included a wee card with this newsletter. If you go to hospital or
into residential care and you would like the church to be notified, please take this card with you
and hand it in when you are admitted.
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Congregational Board News
Food Allergy Posters – these are now up in the large hall, Hugh Jenkins Hall and kitchen.
Door Entry System – The Board was advised of the three quotes obtained for this and were
also advised how the system would work.
Unitary Constitution – The Board approved the draft remit for the Fabric, Finance and
Resources Group. The Board will keep meeting until the Unitary Constitution has been agreed.
Purchase of Mugs – We now have 50 new mugs for the kitchen which feature our partner
church in Chuluchosema. The cost of these mugs is being met from the 20ps.
Ministry and Mission Allocation – The Members were advised that our application for a
reduction to help fund our Christmas Day Lunch had been successful.
Finance – The following closing balances as at 31 October were noted;
General Fund balance - £40,661
Maintenance Fund balance - £10,360
Building Improvement Fund balance - £14,487
A group has been set up comprising Brian, Eric, Alan and Carol to review the various Licences
we hold.
The Budget for 2017 was also approved.
Fabric – An inspection of the manse took place on 28 September 2016 and no major issues
were reported.
Trustees were reminded of the responsibility they have regarding our insurance policy in that
we have a duty to provide a “fair representation” to our insurers. This means we must clearly
disclose every material circumstances which we know or ought to know following a reasonable
search.
Stated Annual Meeting – This will be held on Sunday, 19 March 2017 after worship.
Car Parking – In agreement with the Town Centre we are trialling for three months that when
you are coming to the church or halls, you can park in the yellow bays without the need to pay.
If you park in the white bays during controlled times you must pay the parking charge.
Community Heating – Trustees were informed of a proposal for the biomass plant, which is
operated by RWE Group to provide a community heating scheme. If this goes ahead they
will work in conjunction with Fife Council. Heat would be provided through a large underground
pipe through which hot water would be piped from the plant. This would allow us to become
a low carbon consumer. The Board agreed we should submit a Letter of Intent. This does
not commit us to anything
Carol Gibson, Clerk to the Board
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KIRK SESSION REPORT
The planning for a proposed change to a Unitary Constitution continues with all Elders
now on at least one of the working groups – Pastoral Care, Nurturing Faith, Community and the Wider World and Finance, Fabric and Resources. Each group is preparing
its remit, structure and appointing conveners.
£399.50 was raised at Harvest Thanksgiving for Christian Aid.
Christmas services have been arranged as follows:
11 December – Gift service. We will support the Rotary Shoebox Appeal once again.
18 December – The Junior Church will present a Nativity Play at 11am.
At 6pm there will be a service for those who have been bereaved.
24 December – Christingle service at 6.30pm.
Coffee and mince pies at 10.45pm.
Watchnight Service at 11.30pm.
25 December - A short family service at 10.30am.
1 January ’17 – a service of carols and Communion at 11am.
Session was pleased to endorse the planning of a Christmas Day Lunch for those who
will be alone or who might not otherwise have a lunch.
Plans to work towards a possible visit in September 2017 by some of our partners in
Chuluchosema were approved. Mugs featuring pictures of our partner church and St
Columba’s are to be sold to raise funds. It was also agreed to launch the 1475
Challenge to raise money to buy maize for 1475 families in the Chuluchosema area
who are struggling to feed themselves.
It is planned to re-dedicate the refurbished bell and tower at morning worship on
Sunday, 15 January 2017.
Joan Cumming, Session Clerk.

St Columba's Annual Scottish Country Dance
Once again, the annual St Columba's Scottish Country Dance on Friday, 11th of November,
was a great success. Jim Lindsay on accordion, and Gillian, on the fiddle, encouraged the
class and many visitors to dance the night away with their superb selection of jigs, reels
and strathspeys. The dancers only paused briefly to enjoy the mouth watering supper,
provided by the members of the class.
Thank you to everyone who supported the dance and to the three ladies from the church
who came along to help serve and tidy up, allowing the members of the class to simply
enjoy the dancing and live music.
The event raised £325 for the St Columba's Building Fund.
Lesley Shand
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Some images from St Columba’s Facebook page over the last year

Bell Tower and level access finally completed! The Dedication is at 11am on Sunday 15th January

We have had some great times at Messy Church - 4pm to 6pm on the second Sunday of each month

Carol Singing in the Kingdom Shopping Centre
This year it is at 12 to 1pm on Saturday 17th December

Greetings from our new friends in Malawi

Easter Sunday Morning
After the Sunrise Service on Falkland Hill

You can find our Facebook page by searching for
St Columba's Church of Scotland, Glenrothes
Or see - www.st-columbas.com/Facebook/
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